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& Mr. Cumming’'s Tribute.

‘“We have assembled to pay the last
sribute of léve and respect, of patriot-
‘em and religion, {o an aéopted’-on.
| whom our city henored with the high-
13"‘ office within her gift, and who in
return gave to Pensacola the hest he
had of faithful service; yea, his very
life itself.

“Whilé, even his gpponents were
compelled %o acknowledge his devo-
tion to what he believed were the
city's best interests, yet only those
who knew him most intimately real-
ized how all his dreams and hopes,
his ambitions and plans culminateqd in
self-sacrificing effort to make Pen-
sacola not only the city beautiful, but
also the city great and good.

“On the day before he was strick-
en, as he sat in the midst of his fam-
ily group and gezed out upon the
sunlit waters that he loved so well, he
exclaimed, “Dear old Pensacola, how
Iltlo've her; yes, I love her as my own
ite!™

‘“In a very recent conversation with
your speaker, he unfolded some of his
plane for the future of the city. They
involved all departments of its life,
and looked to its material develop-
ment, its atéractive beautification, and
its moral and social uplifting.

“And Pensacola honors herself to-
day in honoring the memory of this
noble man and falthful official, who
labored so incessantly and unsel@shly
for her best geod.

“1 feel deeply and Hersonaly be-
reaved by the death of Mr. Bliss, for
from our first acquaintance he im-
pressed me as a man of high ideals
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cities, and in non'ot

moral tene higher, nér is |
greater respect for law and r
ernment, thgn in Pensacola,

lieve that much of the credit for your
Phigh stan d
to the man who sleeps so peacefully
before us. ¥kortunate is the city, and
blessed is the people, who have had,
and who still have such mem for their
civic leaders.

‘““Mr. Bliss had h and noble con-
ceptions of frien p. No man
grappled closer to him than did he,
with hooks of love and self-sacrifice,

friend could always count on his
faithfulnesg im an emergency, in the
hour of test and trial. .

“But while faithful' to his friends,
he cherished not animosities, nor
nourished hates and spleen. With a
chivalric bearing. and courage, he was
as ready to forgive and forget as to
contend and to fight.”

Mr. Cumming closed by speaking
of the. beautiful home life and strong

religious convictions of the deceased.

of citizenship is due|

those whom he cailed friends. A|
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